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 New England’s Great State Fair is Back   
The Big E Opens September 17th 

 
The Eastern States Exposition (the Big E!) opens on September 17th following a one-year hiatus. 
The fair, held in West Springfield, Massachusetts, will run for 17 days, ending on October 3rd.   
Annually, over 1.5 million people visit the Big E to learn about the New England states and 
experience regional agriculture, hands-on living history, music and performances from national 
and regional entertainers.  Great food, demonstrations and exhibits, animals, exciting rides and 
games are all part of the Big E experience!  
 
The Big E's Avenue of States opened on the fairgrounds in the early 1900’s and features a 
building from each of the New England States.  Fair-goers can experience a taste of New 
England in a single afternoon by strolling through the six brick structures, which are replicas of 
each state’s original state capitol.  Generations of Big E attendees have enjoyed an annual visit 
to the Granite State via the Big E New Hampshire Building.   
 
Visitors to this year’s New Hampshire Building will find an impressive lineup of businesses, 
products and entertainers.  Each shares their own story, while highlighting New Hampshire 
craftsmanship, food and the arts.  At the state information booth, folks can find answers to 
specific questions about New Hampshire activities and attractions and get help in planning a 
trip to the Granite State. 
 
New Hampshire food and agriculture are also showcased at the New Hampshire Building with 
special exhibits and demonstrations by the New Hampshire maple and Christmas tree 
associations.  Fair favorites such as New Hampshire Mac & Cheese, blueberry pie and ice 
cream, and butter-dipped New Hampshire corn-on-the-cob will be on offer to visitors. 
Everything is served fresh at the New Hampshire Building!  



 
Each day of the fair features special demonstrations by New Hampshire crafters.  Fair-goers will 
be able to see chair-caning, woodcarving, basket making, Russian doll making and more.  
Musical entertainment is planned for each weekend in the New Hampshire Building, 
showcasing local New Hampshire musicians.  This year’s lineup includes an eclectic list of New 
Hampshire performers from across the state: Grim Brothers, Portsmouth; Old Time Dave 
Talmadge, Newmarket; James Gilmore, Portsmouth; Rob Oxford w/Americana’s Most Wanted, 
Grantham; NE Voices in Harmony, Nashua; Baza Blues, Nashua and Michael Sharff, 
Portsmouth.  
 
New Hampshire Day at the Big E is Sept. 24th.  An exciting group of New Hampshire performers 
are scheduled to appear on stage for this special day.  The 2021 roster includes a magic show 
by BJ Hickman of Portsmouth; folk music by Cormac McCarthy of Portsmouth; barbershop 
music from the Keene Cheshiremen Chorus of Keene; and jazz by Joan Watson Jones of Derry.  
Clayton George of Tamworth will also be giving a chainsaw wood carving demonstration on 
New Hampshire Day.  
 
The 2021 Big E will feature plenty of fun for the whole family with lots to see and do.   The New 
Hampshire Building is managed by the New Hampshire Dept. of Agriculture, Markets & Food. 
For more information call tel. 271-3788, or visit www.agriculture.nh.gov for a more detailed 
program. For more information about the Big E, log on to www.thebige.com 
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