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New Hampshire Specialty Crop Grant Program 
2024 Request for Proposals 
 
Program Overview 
 
The New Hampshire Department of Agriculture, Markets & Food (NHDAMF) is pleased to 
announce the competitive solicitation process to award Specialty Crop Block Grant Program 
(SCBGP) funds for projects that solely enhance the competitiveness of specialty crops in New 
Hampshire.  The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)/ Agricultural Market Service 
(AMS) has allocated these funds to the states and NHDAMF will be administering its portion of 
funds as competitive grants. 
 
The requirements and procedures listed below are based on federal rules and regulations for 
SCBGP funding. More information is also available at 
http://agriculture.nh.gov/divisions/agricultural-development/grant-program.htm  
 
Purpose: The New Hampshire Department of Agriculture, Markets & Food (NHDAMF) is eligible 
to receive funding from the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Agricultural 
Marketing Service (AMS) under the 2024 Specialty Crop Block Grant Program (SCBGP). The 
NHDAMF wishes to offer eligible New Hampshire organizations the opportunity to apply for a 
portion of these funds under the New Hampshire Specialty Crops Grant Program to conduct 
projects that enhance the competitiveness of NH Specialty Crops. Specialty Crops are defined 
as: fruit, vegetable, nursery, floriculture, herb, maple, Christmas tree and honey crops. For a 
complete list of eligible and ineligible crops visit the USDA AMS website at 
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants/scbgp/specialty-crop  
 
Grant projects may focus in the following areas to enhance NH Specialty Crops, but are not 
restricted to these areas exclusively: 
 

• Addressing local, regional and national challenges confronting specialty crop producers, 
including topics such as Food Safety, Pest and Disease Prevention and Control, 
Technology  Development 

• Research and development relevant to specialty crops 

• Leveraging efforts to market and promote specialty crops 

• Expanding availability and access to specialty crops 

http://agriculture.nh.gov/divisions/agricultural-development/grant-program.htm
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants/scbgp/specialty-crop
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Funds: All reasonable proposals with appropriate documentation will be considered. Selection 
is a competitive process based on the merits of the application and support materials.  No 
match is required by the recipient, but in-kind or other services will enhance the application. A 
total of approximately $299,000 is expected to be available for the 2024 NH program. 
 
Selected applications will be included in the New Hampshire state application package for the 
2024 SCBGP funds. Applicants that are selected to be part of the New Hampshire state 
application will be notified prior to the submission of the application to USDA. Award 
notification from USDA is expected in September of 2024. Projects must gain final spending 
approval by the New Hampshire Governor & Executive Council.  Project leaders may be asked 
to attend the Governor & Executive Council meeting where the project will be discussed, to 
answer any project specific questions. Plan on funding being approved no sooner than March 
of 2025 to start your projects.  
 
Eligibility: NHDAMF is seeking proposals from eligible commodity groups, agriculture 
organizations, colleges and universities, municipalities, state agencies, and non-profit 
organizations for this grant program, provided their proposals meet all the specifications in this 
Request for Applications and the USDA’s Notice of Federal Assistance.  These projects must aim 
to enhance the production and competitiveness of New Hampshire specialty crops.  In order to 
be eligible to participate, applicants must reside in, or their business or educational affiliation 
must be in the State of New Hampshire. 
 
Selected applicants must have a Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) number and provide the number 
to NHDAMF (the federal government has replaced DUNS with UEI numbers).  Failure to do so 
will result in withdrawal of any awarded grant. Obtaining a UEI number is free for all entities 
doing business with the Federal government.  For information about applying for a UEI number, 
please visit https://gsa.gov/entityid . 
 
Grants are not available to offset the grantee’s normal operating expenses.  Funding is not 
available for political support purposes or memberships in professional societies or trade 
organizations.  Grant funds may not be used for programs the applicant is already funding.  
Funds may not be used for construction purposes. Funding is not available for individuals or 
businesses (must be a recognized entity as described above). See more eligibility information 
at: http://agriculture.nh.gov/divisions/agricultural-development/grant-program.htm. 
 
 
Preference will be given to those proposals that appear to give the broadest benefit to the New 
Hampshire Specialty Crop industry. Projects must be completed by September 29, 2027. 
Projects cannot begin until the USDA has made their official award announcement (expected in 
September 2024) and approvals have been obtained from New Hampshire authorities. Do not 
plan on funds being available for the project until March of 2025.  The project final report will 
be due in December, 2027 (if the project is completed in 2025 or 2026, the final report will be 
due that year).    
 
 
 

https://gsa.gov/entityid
http://agriculture.nh.gov/divisions/agricultural-development/grant-program.htm
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Accounting: Applicants shall maintain an accurate record of expenditures incurred and shall 
submit, annually and upon completion of the project the following: 
    

• A full financial statement summarizing expenditures 

• Copies of all paid invoices with copy of canceled checks attached 

• A report on the project and its results in terms of objectives 
stated 

• Copies of material produced, when feasible 
How to Apply 
 
To apply:  All applications must be digitally submitted by 4 pm on April 8, 2024 with the 
designated information and format as indicated below. Applications must be submitted 
providing the requested information and precisely following the USDA SCBG application format.  
 
Application must include: 

1. Completed cover page 
2. Completed Project Profile Template 
3. Any support documents 
4. 4 printed copies of entire application (mailed or delivered to our office as indicated 

below) 
 
All documents and instructions are available on the NHDAMF website: 
http://agriculture.nh.gov/divisions/agricultural-development/grant-program.htm 
 
Please submit your proposal digitally using the provided USDA SCBG Project Profile Template 
(https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/Application_ProjectProfile_Template.
pdf). Do not use excessive formatting—no page numbers, footnotes, corporate headings--
please stick to the basics.  Selected proposals are incorporated into a State Plan document to 
be sent to USDA digitally, again, following a specific format. Send to 
maria.j.vanderwoude@agr.nh.gov   
 
Additionally, four (4) printed copies of the entire proposal must be received in our office no 
later than 4 pm on April 8, 2024.  

Mail to: 
2024 SCBG 
NH Dept. of Agriculture, Markets & Food 
PO Box 2042 
Concord, NH 03302-2042 
 
Or deliver to: 
NH Dept. of Agriculture, Markets & Food 
25 Capitol St. 
Concord, NH  03301 

 
 
 
 

http://agriculture.nh.gov/divisions/agricultural-development/grant-program.htm
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/Application_ProjectProfile_Template.pdf
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/Application_ProjectProfile_Template.pdf
mailto:maria.j.vanderwoude@agr.nh.gov
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Application Evaluation 
 
All eligible applications will be reviewed by a selection committee and recipients chosen on the 
merits of the project as put forth in the application. Selected applications will be submitted to 
USDA AMS as part of the New Hampshire state application for the 2024 SCBGP. The state 
application is due to USDA on May 2, 2024.  There is no guarantee of project funding until the 
determination of USDA AMS and final approval by the New Hampshire Governor & Executive 
Council.  
 
Selection will be determined based on how well the application meets the following: 
 
1. Does the application meet all the submission requirements? 
2. Does the project increase the competitiveness of specialty crops? How? 
3. Is the project needed by the industry? 
4. Does the project affect specialty crops as a whole and not an individual in any way? Does the 
application elaborate on how that will be accomplished? 
5. Is there a well-constructed budget to show in the highest detail possible how funds are to be 
expended? 
 
All grant recipients will be required to sign an official State of New Hampshire agreement with 
the NHDAMF indicating their commitment and responsibilities toward completing the project in 
a manner consistent with state of New Hampshire and USDA policies. Recipient organizations 
must be registered with the NH Secretary of State (or could register) before final approval and 
fund distribution.  NHDAMF is authorized to view all project details and certify the project as 
complete. Semi- annual, annual and final written project reports are required and are to be 
submitted following a specific format. Payment of funds to the applicant may be made in 
installments contingent upon satisfactory completion of the project tasks. 
 
For more information, contact Maria VanderWoude at 271-3788 or 
maria.j.vanderwoude@agr.nh.gov.  
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