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From Your Commissioner 
 

 

 

Farm, Forest, and Garden Exposition 
 

Change can be a hard thing to deal with. We are largely creatures of habit and changing those habits can lead to 
stress, anger and concern. I don’t think it was any different with the idea of changing the date of the NH Farm, Forest & 
Garden Expo and moving it to the Deerfield Fairgrounds. There was certainly a great deal of concern about moving it to 
May, since many people are busy getting their fields and greenhouses ready for the spring season. There was a little bit 
of anger from some vendors about not being in a hotel and the changes they had to make. It caused more than a little 
stress for the organizers, as this year’s event was really like having to start from scratch.  

All of that being said, the new date and location proved to be a fantastic decision. There were a few glitches, as 
to be expected, but nothing that really made a difference. Signage could have been a little better and we could have 
used another food vendor but, frankly, those who did the planning and set-up did a fantastic job. I only heard a couple 
of minor complaints from one vendor, so I will take that as a win for the organizers.  

The ability to have displays and activities outside was a game changer in my mind. About 150 FFA members 
present on Friday competed in floriculture, forestry and livestock judging. There were two portable sawmills working on 
site along with a team of oxen. The new FFA barn was open as was the NH Maple Producers Association sugar house. It 
was great to see so many equipment dealers who brought tractors and other equipment that they have never been able 
to bring before.  
There were as many vendors inside of the three buildings that were used as there typically are in Manchester  but without 
any of the congestion that was common when the show was busy. This was true even though by shortly after noon on 
Friday the number of people who came through the gate had exceeded the total number of attendees from last year. The 
total number of ticketed people coming through the gate this year was over 3,600, not an insignificant number.  

As for me, I was there the whole time the exposition was open to the public. I was there not because it was 
expected of me - it wasn’t.  I really wanted to be there, not just to see how the change was being received, but also to talk 
to attendees and vendors. Receiving input from both those groups is an important way to make next year’s event even 
better.  

The workshops were informative and well attended. Thanks go out to those individuals who made them possible 
(next year I have been assured that the directional signs will be better). These workshops are a very important part of 
every exposition and with the change in venue I see the opportunity for even more of them. 

An important part of making this change happen was the support of the Officers and Directors of the Deerfield Fair 
Association. It couldn’t have happened without their willingness to work with the Exposition Board. I hope that they were 
as pleased with the event as I was.  

I also want to thank Peter St. James for once again acting as the Master of Ceremonies at the awards ceremony. 
We were honored to have Senator Hassan and Congressman Papas take part in the event. Senator Shaheen and 
Congresswoman Kuster were not able to join us, but they did send letters of support.  While the awards ceremony 
doesn’t draw a large crowed, having members of our delegation with us every year speaks to the fact that they value 
the importance of agriculture in New Hampshire. That fact should not be lost on any of us.  
 

Shawn N. Jasper-Commissioner 


