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CHAPTER Agr 1400 WEIGHTS AND MEASURES

PART Agr 1401 WEIGHTS AND MEASURES DEFINITIONS

Agr 1401.01 Definilions. ln Agr .l400 
the following terms sholl hove the following

meonings:

(o) "Accredited loborofory" meons ony metrology loborotory recognized by the
Notionol lnstitute of Stondords ond Technology (NIST) Stote Loborotory Progrom or
occredited by on internotionolly recognized occrediting body thot is in conformonce
with the stondords of the lnternotionol Orgonizotion for Stondordizolion (lSO) ond the
lnternotionol Electrotechnicol Commission (lEC) including ISO/IEC 17025 ond ISO/IEC
r 70r 

,|;

(b) "As found" meons the condition ond occurocy of the device when first inspected
or tested;

(c) "As seoled" meons the condition ond CIccurocy of the device when seoled;

(d) "Certificotion" meons thot o device hos been inspected ond tesled, is legol for
use ond hos been left in proper working condition. Certificotion is indicoted by o
colored certificotion stomp disploying the yeor ond month the device wos inspected
ond is ploced conspicuously on the device by o registered New Hompshire service
technicion or division officiol;

(e) "Certificotion stomp" meons the stote sticker opplied to o device by o registered
New Hompshire service technicion or division officiol used to show thot inspection ond
testing hove proven o device correct. The term includes certificotion seol;

(f) "Commerciol use" meons "commerciol use" os defined in RSA 438:,|, Xll, nomely,
"used or employed in estoblishing the size, quontity, extent, oreo, or meosurement of
quontities, things, commodities, or orticles for distribution or consumption, purchosed,
offered, or submitted for sole, hire, or oword, or in computing ony bosic chorge or
poyment for services rendered on the bosis of weight, meosure, or count";

(g) "Commissioner" meons the commissioner of the New Hompshire deportment of
ogriculture, morkets ond food or the commissioner's designee;

(h) "Correct" meons thot o device, in oddition to being occurote, meefs oll
opplicoble specificotions, toleronces ond technicol requirements of NIST Hondbook 44
os modified by odministrotive rule of the commissioner;

(i) "Deportment" meons the New Hompshire deportment of ogriculture, morkets, ond
food;
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(j) "Division" meons the division of weights ond meosures in the New Hompshire
deporiment of ogriculture, morkets ond food;

(k) "Foctory scole" meons o scole used in the monufocture of o compony's products;

(l) "lnspect" meons to determine thot o device meets specificotions, toleronces ond
technicol requirements of NIST Hondbook 44 as modified by odministrotive rule of the
commissioner;

(m) "Notionol lnstitute of Stondords ond Technology (NIST)" meons o non-regulotory
federol ogency within the Deportment of Commerce with o mission to promote United
Stotes innovotion ond industriol competitiveness by odvoncing mecsurement science,
stondords ond technology;

(n) "Notionol Voluntory Loborotory Accreditotion Progrom (NVLAP)" meons the orm of
the NIST which regulorly ossesses the processes ond stondords used by the New
Hompshire meirology loborotory for the purpose of occreditotion pursuont to ISO/IEC
17025;

(o) "New Hompshire metrology loborotory" meons the focility where the New
Hompshire weights ond meosures stcrndords ore locoted;

(p) "Person" meons 'person' os defined in RSA 438:.|, l, nomely, "individuols,
portnerships, corporotions, componies, societies, ond ossociotions;"

(q) "Pre-pock scole" meons o scole speciolly designed for putting up pockoges of
rondom weights in odvonce of sole;

(r) "Prover" meons o cylindricol melol contoiner designed to contoin on exoct
omount of o liquid;

(s) "Registered service technicion" meons on individuol who holds o volid certificote
of registrotion from the deportment who, for hire, instolls, services, repoirs, reconditions,
tests, seols, or colibrotes o commerciol weighing or meosuring device:

(t) "Tore weight" meons the weight of pockoging moteriols, contoiners, vehicles or
ony other moteriols or items which ore deducted from the gross weight to determine
the net weight of o commodity; ond

(u) "Test" meons to review o device to determine whether it oppeors to function os
required.
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PART Agr1402 PUBLIC WEIGHMASTERS

Agr 1402.01 Purpose. The purpose of Agr 1 402is to describe the procedures for
individuols seeking to opply for o weighmosfer license including the procedure for the
initiol opplicotion, exominotion requirements ond the process for weighmoster license
renewol.

Agr I 402.02 Licensure Requiremenl.

(o) Any person who, for hire or otherwise, uses o vehicle scole to weigh or meosure
ony commodity or thing, or issues o sfotement or memorondum of weight or meosure
bosed on results obtoined by using o vehicle scole in o commerciol tronsoction, sholl
be licensed os o public weighmoster.

Agr 1402.03 Eligibility for lniliql Public Weighmosler Licensure. lnitiol public
weighmoster licenses sholl be issued only to individucls who:

(o) Are within 30 doys of becoming'lB yeors of oge, or older;

(b) Are citizens or legol residents of the United Stotes;

(c) Hove complied with the opplicotion procedures in Agr 1402.04: ond

(d) Hove possed the written public weighmoster exominotion odministered by the
division.

Agr 1402.04 Applicotion Procedures for lniliol Public Weighmosler licensure.

(o) Eoch opplicont for o public weighmoster license sholl submit to the division:

(l) A completed form "Weighmoster Applicotion Form" described in Agr
1402.05;

12) Poyment of the non-refundoble license fee specified by Agr 1410.0ó(o) ond
modified in occordonce with Agr 1402.07(d); ond

{3) Poyment of the non-refundoble exominotion fee of $20.00.

(b) License ond exominotion fees sholl be poid:

(l) ln person by

o. Ccsh; or

b. Check, bonk droft, or money order mode poyoble to "Treosurer, Stote
of New Hompshirs"; or
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(2) By moil by check, bonk droft, or money order mode poyoble to "Treosurer,
Stote of New Hompshire".

(c) Any person who poys ony license or exominotion fee with o check, droft or money
order thot is returned os uncollectible sholl be chorged, in oddition to the omount of
the check, droft or money order, the fee colled for by RSA ó:ll-o.

Agr 1402.05 lnitiol Public Weighmoster License Applicolion Form.

(o) Any person who wishes initiol licensure os o public weighmcster sholl opply by
completing ond submiiting form "Weighmoster Applicotion Form."

(b) Only the originol of the completed form sholl be submitted ond copies of the
completed form sholl not be occepted.

(c) The opplicont sholl supply the following:

(l) The dote;

(2) The opplicont's nome, including lost, first ond middle;

(3) The opplicont's residence oddress, including street, city, stote, ond 9-digit zip
code;

(a) The opplicont's moiling oddress, if different from the oddress for (3) obove;

(5) The opplicont's residentiol telephone number;

(ó) The opplicont's dote of birth;

(7) The oppliccnt's driver's license number ond stcte cnd county of issuonce;

(B) The opplicont's e-moil oddress;

(9) lf the opplicont hos held o public weighmoster license under onother nome,
lhot other nome;

(,l0) lf the oppliccnt hos lived fewer thon 5 yeors of the current oddress, the
cppliccnt's residentiol oddresses for the post 5 yeors, including street, city, stote,
ond 9-digif zip code;

(l l) For the opplicont's present employer:

o. The contoct person;

b. The telephone number;
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c. The fox number;

d. The toll-free telephone number;

e. The e-moil oddress, if ovciloble;

f. The nome of the business;

g. The business's oddress, including street number, city, stote, 9-digit zip
code ond county; ond

h. The business's moiling oddress if different from the oddress for g. obove;

(12) For the opplicont's most recent previous employer for which the opplicont
held o public weighmoster license:

o. The nome of the business; ond

b. lts oddress, including street number, city, stote ond 9-digit zip code;
ond

(,l3) The type of weighing or meosuring equipment used, including:

o. Monufocturer;

b. Model number;

c. Seriol number;

d. Copocity;

e. Type of indicotor;

f. Length of deck;

g. Dote weighing or meosuring equipment wos lost certified; ond

h. The nome of the compony which certified the scole

(d) On c seporote poge the opplicont sholl supply his or her sociol security number on
the spoce provided beneoth the following preprinted notice:

"The Commissioner of the Deportment of Agriculture, Morkets ond Food will deny
licensure if you refuse to submit your sociol security number (SSN). Your license will not
disploy your SSN. Your SSN will not be mode ovoiloble to the public.
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The Commissioner is requìred to obtoin your sociol security number for the purpose of
child support enforcement in complionce with 42 USC 666(a)(.l3) ond RSA 1ól-B:l I .

This collection of your sociol security number is mondotory.

(e) The opplicont sholl reod, sign, ond dote "Weighmosier Applicotion Form", which
stotes:

"l certify thot I hove in my possession o current copy of the public weighmoster rules
ond ihot I sholl operote in occordonce with these rules.

I certify thot there ore no willful misrepresentotions, folsificotions or moteriol omissions in
the informotion provided on this opplicotion.

I understond thot, if on investigotion discloses ony willful misrepresentotions,
folsificotions or moteriol omissions, my opplicotion will be rejected.

I understond thot, if on investigotion ofter issuonce of my public weighmoster license
should disclose ony willful misrepresentotions, folsificotions or moteriol omissions, the
license will be involid ond lwill be subject to on odministrotive fine under RSA 438:40, lV
ond possible prosecution under RSA ó41:2."

(f) Eoch opplicont sholl hove in his or her possession prior to the issuonce of on initiol
public weighmoster license his or her own personol copy of the current weights ond
meosures rules, Agr 1400.

(g) The meoning of the signoture required by (e) obove sholl be the oppliconi's:

(l) Certificotion thot he or she possesses o copy of the public weighmcster
rules;

(21 Promise thot he or she will operote in occordonce with them;

(3) Certificotion thot there ore no willful misrepresentotions, folsificotions, or
moteriol omissions in the informotion provided on the opplicotion form;

(4) Stotement of understonding thot if on investigotion discloses ony willful
misrepresentotions, folsificotions or moteriol omissions, the opplicotion will be
rejected; ond

(5) Stotement of understonding thol, if on investigotion ofter issuonce of o
public weighmosier license to the opplicont should disclose ony willful
misrepresentotions, folsificotions or moteriol omissions, the license will be involid
ond the opplicont will be subject to on odministrotive fine under RSA 438:40, lV
ond possible prosecution under RSA ó41:2.
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Agr I 402.06 Public Weighmosler Exominolion.

(c) Eoch opplicont sholl oppeor for o written exominotion scheduled by on
exominotions officer of the division before ony license is issued.

(b) A possing score of 70 percent sholl be ottoined before o license is issued

(c) When on opplicont foils io ochieve o minimum score of 70 percent, the opplicont
moy request to toke the exom cgoin upon poyment of the re-exominotion fee of
$20.00.

(d) Appliconts who foil to ochieve o test score o170 percent sholl not be retesied
more thon once during ony consecutive 7 day period.

Agr 1402.07 Durolion of Public Weighmoster Licenses; Prorolion of tees for lnitiol
Licensure; Durolion of Renewed Licenses; Fees for Renewol of Licensure.

(o) The durotion of on initiol public weighmoster license issued to on individuol not
working for o business employing other public weighmosters sholl be colculoted os
follows:

{l) The beginning dote sholl be the first of the following dotes ofter the
opplicont posses the weighmoster exomination:

o. Morch 3l;

b. June 30;

c September 30; or

d. December 3l; ond

(2) The ending dote sholl be the onniversory of the beginning dote folling in the
next odd-numbered yeor.

(b) The durotion of on initiol public weighmoster license issued to on individuol working
for o business employing olher public weighmosters sholl begin ond end on dotes
previously estoblished for the business by the division.

(c) lniticl public weighmcster licenses sholl be issued for o period of not fewer thon l5
months ond not more than 27 months.

(d) The fee specified by Agr 1a,l0.0ó(o) for on initiol public weighmoster license sholl
be offected by the octuol durotion of the license os follows:

(l) Reduced bV 1/24 for eoch month thot the durotion of ihe license is short of
24 months; ond
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(2) lncreosed bV 1/24 for eoch month thot the durotion of the license exceeds
24 months.

(e) Renewed public weighmoster licenses shcll hove o durction of 24 months

(f) The fee for renewol of o public weighmoster license sholl be os specified by Agr
r 4r 0. 0ó (b).

Agr 1402.08 Renewql of Public Weighmoster Licenses.

(o) Applicotions for renewol of public weighmoster licenses sholl be submitted no loter
thon 10 doys prior to the expirotion of the licenses being renewed

(b) Public weighmosters opplying for renewol of their licenses sholl

(l ) Follow the opplicotion procedures in (c) below; ond

(2) Submit poyment of the renewol fee to the division

(c) The opplicotion procedures sholl require oppliconts for renewol to:

(l ) Review the "Renewol Applicolion -Weighmoster License Rev. 0l /05" form os
it is provided by the division;

(2) Correct ony preprinted informotion which is incorrect; ond

(3) Submit the form to the division ofter signing ond doting the form in the spoce
provided beneoth the some preprinted stotement os the preprinted stotement
described in Agr .l402.05(d).

Agr 1402.09 Reinslolemenl of Expired Licenses.

(o) Licenses thot hove expired sholl not be renewed.

(b) lndividuols whose licenses hove expired ond who wish to be licensed ogoin sholl:

(l ) Comply with the initiol licensing opplicotion requirements specified in Agr
1402.04; and

(2) Retoke the written public weighmcster exominotion.

Agr 1402.'10 Grounds for Deniol of Iniliol or Renewed Licenses. The commissioner shcll
deny the opplicotion of ony person for the issuonce or renewol of o public
weighmoster license if the commissioner determines thot such opplicont:
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(o) Hos mode o willful misrepresentotion or folsificotion on the opplicotion form;

{b) Hos mode o motericl omission on the opplicotion form;

(c) Hos foiled to poy ony chorge, fee, odministrotive fine, or civil or criminol penolty
for o violotion of Agr 

,l400 
or RSA 438 which is due to the deportment or to o court

orising out of proceedings brought by the division; or

(d) Hos foiled to comply with on order or finding by the commissioner.

Agr ,l402.11 Nolice of Deniol. The commissioner sholl send o notice of the deniol of on
opplicotion for on initiol license or renewol of o license by certified moil to the lost
known oddress of the opplicont or licensee.

Agr I 402.'12 Heorings. Every opplicont for, or holder of, o public weighmoster license
sholl be entitled to o heoring pursuont to Agr 200 if his or her opplicotion for on initiol
license or for license renewol is denied.

Agr I 402.'13 Obligotion lo Notify lhe Commissioner of Chonges.

(c) Public weighmosters who ore self-employed ond chonge the nome of their
businesses, or ore employees of businesses thct chonge their business nomes, sholl
notify the commissioner in writing of such chonges within l0 doys of the effective dote

(b) Public weighmosters who chonge their residentiol or moiling oddresses sholl notify
the commissioner in writing of such chonges within 10 doys of the chonge.
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PART Agr 1403 PUBLIC WEIGHMASTER RESPONSIBILITIES

Agr ,l403.01 Definilions. ln Agr ,l403 
the following terms sholl hove the following

meonings:

(o) "Gross weight" meons o single or totol weighi ofter combining the tore weight ond
the net weight;

(b) "Net weight" meons the weight of o commodity excluding ony moteriols,
substonces or items not considered to,be port of the commodity, such os contoiners,
conveyonces, bogs, wroppers, decorotive occomponiments, ond coupons;

(c) "Split weighing" meons the weighing of o vehicle, or combinotion of vehicles, thot
is longer thon the scole deck, without disconnecting the components of the vehicle
ond weighing eoch component seporotely to determine the gross weight, tore
weight, ond net weight of the vehicle or combinotion of vehicles; ond

(d) "Weight certificote" meons o document or stotement which uses o unit of weight
or meosure, such os pounds, tons, gollons, cubic yords, or kilogroms, to identify the
quontity weighed or meosured.

Agr 1 403.02 Licensure Requiremenl.

(o) Any person performing ony of the functions of o public weighmosier sholl hove o
currently volid license.

(b) A current list of licensed weighmosters sholl be provided on the division's website.

Agr 1403.03 Weighing, Meqsuring or Counting. Except os otherwise provided in these
rules, public weighmosters shqll view, whether personolly, electronicolly, or by other
reosonoble meons, the weight of the vehicle, contoiner, pollet or commodity for
which the weight, meosure or count is being certified of the time of, ond for the
purpose of, eoch ceriificotion.

Agr 1403.04 Weight Cerlificqles; How lo Record Weighls.

(o) Public weighmosters sholl complete oll weight certificotes using block ink or block
type.

(b) Digitol indicotors used by public weighmcsters sholl be equipped with electronic
recording elements.

(c) Public weighmosters using digitol indicotors equipped with electronic recording
elements thot determine the gross, tore, or net weight or ony combinotion thereof
sholl electronicolly print eoch weight entry on the weight ceriificote.
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Agr 1403.05 Weight Certificqles; Required Enlries. Public weighmosters sholl provide
the following, os opplicoble to the tronsoction, on eoch weight certificcte:

(o) The dote on which the weight, meosure, or count wos determined;

(b) The street oddress or locotion ond lhe municipolity where the weighing,
meosuring, or counting occurred;

(c) The complete signoture of the public weighmoster who determined eoch weighf,
meosure or count, whether hondwritten or electronicolly imprinted, or the
weighmoster's license number issued by the division;

(d) The kind of commodiiy ond ony other informotion thot might be necessory to
identify the commodity or distinguish it from o similor commodity;

(e) The nome of the owner or the owner's ogent, ond, if opplicoble, the nome of the
purchoser or broker;

(f) The tore weights of, ond the description of, ony boxes, bins, pollets, or other
contoiners;

(g) When o vehicle or combinotion of vehicle ond troiler is weighed for the purpose of
issuing o weight certificote, the license plote number ond stote where the vehicle or
combinotion is registered;

(h) The unit of weight or meosure, such os pounds, tons, gollons, or kilogroms, used to
identify the quontity; ond

(i) At leost one of the following:

(l ) The gross weight of the commodity ond the vehicle or contoiner, if only the
gross weight wos determined;

(2) The tore weight of the unloden vehicle or contoiner, if only the tore weight
wos determined;

(3) The gross, tore, ond net weights when o gross ond tore ore used in
determining the net weight; or

(a) The true net weight, meosure or count when no gross ond tore weights ore
involved in determining the net quontity of the commodity.



Poge 12 of l5

Agr 1403.06 Retenlion of Copies of Weight Certificotes.

(o) Eoch public weighmoster sholl keep ond preserve for o period of 2 yeors oll copies
of voided certificotes ond o true legible copy of eoch weight certificote issued.

(b) These records sholl be ovoiloble for inspection by ony inspector of the division of
weights ond meosures during normol business hours.

Agr 1403.07 Weight Certificote; Portiql Entries.

(o) lf the weight certificote provides for the entry of gross, tore, ond net weights, ond
the public weighmoster determines only the gross weight or the tore weight or the net
weight, the public weighmoster sholl strike through or otherwise concel the printed
entries for the weights not determined or computed.

{b) lf the weight certificote does not provide for the entry of o tore weight or net
weight, ond in ony cose in which o public weighmoster determines only o gross
weight, the public weighmoster sholl write ocross the foce of the certificote, or issue o
preprinted certificote stoting, "rìo other weights hove been computed".

Agr 1403.08 Scrop Melol ond Solvoge Moleriols. ln oll coses where scrop metol ond
solvoge moteriols ore purchosed or sold using o vehicle scole, the quontity of the
scrop meiol ond solvoge moteriol sholl be determined by o licensed public
weighmoster, ond o weight ceriificote sholl be issued to the buyer or seller.

Agr 1403.09 Requirement Thql Enlire Vehicle Rest On Scole's Plotform.

(o) Public weighmosters sholl not weigh o vehicle or combinotion of vehicles for
certificotion unless the entire vehicle or connected combinotion of connected
vehicles is resting entirely on the scole plotform.

(b) When weighing o combinotion of vehicles thot will not rest entirely on the scole
plolform of one time, the combinotion sholl be disconnected ond the ports weighed
seporotely. The weights determined by this procedure sholl be combined for the
purpose of issuing o single certificote.

(c) Public weighmosters sholl not do split weighing except in the determinotion of oxle
ond rood weights for rood weight limit purposes.

(d) The requirement thot the eniire vehicle rest on the scole plotform sholl not opply to
the weighing of molor vehicles required by RSA 266:17.
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Agr 1403.10 Chonge of Nel Conlents Atler Recordolion of Weight. When the weight
or meosure of o vehicle, contoiner, or pollet ond its net contents hove been recorded
on o weighmoster certificote, o public weighmoster sholl not remove o port of, or cdd
to, the net contents before the contents ore delivered to the purchoser or broker,
unless the public weighmoster:

{o) Writes ocross the fcce of ihe originol certificote the word "INCORRECT";

(b) lssues o corrected certificote to oll porties who were issued the originol certificote;
ond

(c) Writes on the corrected certificote the originol certificote number ond the reoson
for the correction.

Agr 1403.11 Correclion of Weighl. Meqsure or Count Certificqtes. lf, ofter o certificote
hos been issued, on error is discovered on the certificote regording the weight,
meosure, or count, the public weighmoster who issued the certificote sholl mcke the
following corrections:

(o) Write ocross the fcce of the originol certificote the word "INCORRECT";

(b) lssue o corrected certificote to oll porties who were issued the originol certificote;
ond

(c) Write on the corrected cerÌificcte the originol certificote number ond the reoson
for the correction.

Agrl403.'12 AllerqlionofToreWeighlof VehiclePriorloDelerminingNetWeightof
Commodity. When the tore weight of o vehicle or the weight of the vehicle ond its
contents hove been recorded on o weight certificote, no person sholl olter the tore
weight of the vehicle prior to the time thot the net weight of the commodity hos been
determined ond recorded on lhe certificote.

Agr 1403.13 Adjuslmenls lo Lood; Commodily Weighls Delermined ol Sites OtherThon
lhe Sile Where the Vehicle Wos Looded. The following informotion, odditionol to fhe
informotion otherwise required, sholl oppeor on o weight certificote issued when
odjustments ore mode to the lood and the weighis ore determined of o site other
thon ihe site where the vehicle wos looded:

(o) The gross weight of the commodity ond the vehicle of the time of the iniiiol
weighing:

(b) The gross weight of the commodity ond the vehicle ofter the odjustment; ond

(c) The nome ond oddress of the owner or the owner's ogent ond the nome of either
the purchoser or broker of lhe commodity.
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Agr 1403.14 Predelermined Tores Prohibited. Public weighmosters sholl not determine
or estoblish o stondord or overoge tore weight for o vehicle, contciner, or pollet for
ony purpose, or use o predetermined tore weight in ony weighing.

Agr 1403.15 Weight Verificolion. Pursuont to ihe commissioner's outhority in RSA 438:7,
ony person ordered by o division inspector to proceed to o specified scole for the
verificotion of the weight of vehicles or commodities sholl comply.

Agr 1403.1ó Prohibilions. A licensed public weighmoster sholl not:

(o) Work os o public weighmcster without being currently licensed with the division;

(b) Tronsfer the public weighmoster license to ony other person, or permit onoiher
person to use it;

(c) Monufocture, odvertise for sole, sell or possess ony fictitious, focsimile or simuloted
public weighmoster license thot could be mistoken for o volid license;

(d) Pre-sign weight certificotes for fufure use;

(e) Moke chcnges or olterotions on weight certificotes when on error hos been
discovered;

(f) Moke o hondwritten weight entry on o weight certificote if the scole is equipped
with o printer thot is functioning correctly;

(g) Moke on entry on o weight certificote thot wos issued by ony other person;

(h) Enter on o weight certificote volues or other doto thot hove not been personolly
determined, whether by use of the public weighmoster's physicol senses or
electronicolly coptured;

(i) ln o direct sole, use CI scole equipped with o primory indicoting element when the
indicotions ore so positioned lhey ccnnot be occurotely reod from some reosonoble
customer position;

(j) Use o weighing or meosuring device thot is not currently licensed ond certified os
required by Agr 1407;

(k) lssue o weight certificote when the weight of the item being weighed exceeds the
rated weight ccpocity of the scole;

(l) Use o scole to weigh o lood when the gross weight or net weight exceeds the roted
copocity of the scole;

(m) lssue o weight certificote for the gross weight, net weight, or tore weight of o
vehicle which exceeds the gross weight limits set forih in RSA 266:18:
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(n) Use o vehicle scole to weigh net loods smoller thon on omount equol to 50 scole
divisions for oll weighings except for weighings of solid woste os thot term is defined in
RSA 

.l49-M:4, 
XXll;

(o) Folsify o weight certificote;

(p) lssue upon request of ony person o folse or incorrect weight certificote;

(q) Alter o weight certificote by odding the gross or tore or net weight, or odd ony
combinoiion of gross or net or tore weight, to the weight certificote which wos not
recorded of the time of weighing or meosuring;

(r) Alter o weight certificole by deleting lhe gross or tore or net weight or ony
combinotion of gross or net or tore weight which wos recorded on the weight
certificote;

(s) Possess on incomplete or unused weight certificote thot contoins the electronicolly
imprinted signoture of onother public weighmoster, unless engoged in the business of
printing, distributing, or selling public weighmoster certificote forms;

(t) Possess on unused weight certificote unless licensed os o public weighmoster or
engoged in the business of printing, distributing, or selling weighmoster certificote
forms;

(u) Possess on incomplete or portiolly completed weight certificote signed by o public
weighmoster;

(v) Complete, portiolly complete or issue o weight certificote with on electronicolly
imprinted signoture of onother public weighmoster; or

(w) Compleie, portiolly complete or issue o weight certificote with o hond printed
signoture of onother public weighmoster.



New Hampshire Division of Weights and Measures

TRUCK SCALE MAINTENANCE:
Preparing for & Dealing with Winter & Freezing Temperatures

The Division of Weights and Measures would like to remind vehicle scale owners and
operators of some important information pertaining to vehicle scale maintenance in
the winter months. By following these maintenance guidelines, scales will perform
better and binding issues may be reduced during the winter and freezing
temperatures.

The following information was provided by a licensed NH selice technician

As part of ongoing truck scale maintenance, it is important to clean out any debris under
the truck scale. This debris may include a buildup of silt, mud, and dirt that accumulates
between the concrete piers/slab and the bottom of the scale and between the scale and the
end walls.

The scale deck is designed to move freely without any obstruction. Although it is not visible
with the naked eye, when weight is applied to a scale, the scale deck moves in a downward
direction because of the force applied to the load cells or lever system. If there is any
buildup of debris under the truck scale, which is up against the scale deck, the weights will
be incorrect and will result in a light reading.

It is especially important to clean out under the scale before winter and freezing
temperatures arrive. The silt/dirt buildup almost always retains moisture. If the buildup is
not removed, it will freeze and the "clean out" and "down time" will be at least twice as long
and twice as expensive. Calcium chloride should not be used to melt the ice because it may
cause damage to concrete foundation/piers.

When removing snow from the top of the scale, shovels and snow blowers are the best
option. If a plow is used to remove snow from the vehicle scale, the plow should be used
from end to end, not side to side. Scales are designed to move end to end and the bumper
bolts will help restrict the end to end movement. Also,leave the plow blade up a bit so the
plow will not damage any plates/covers over the load cell cavities or the gap between the
scale and the end wall,

Should you have any other questions, please contact the Division of Weights and Measures
at [603) 27L-3700.

New Ham sh ire
Department of Agrículture,

Markets & Food

February 2015
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TITLE XL
AGRICULTURE, HORTICULTURE AI{I)

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY

CHAPTBR 438
STANDARDS FOR WBIGHTS AND MEASURES

Section 438:40

438:40 Offenses and Penalties. -
I. It shall be unlawful for any person to:
(a) Use or have in possession for the purpose of using for any commercial purpose specified in RSA
438:10, sell, offer, or expose for sale or hire, or have in possession for the purpose of selling or hiring,
an incorrect weight or measure or any device or instrument used to or calculated to falsify any weight
or measure.
(b) Use or have in possession for the purpose of current use for any commercial purpose specified in
RSA 438:10, a weight or measure that does not bear a seal or mark such as is specified in RSA
438:14, unless such weight or measure has been exempted from testing by the provisions of RSA
438:10 or by a rule of the commissioner adopted under the authority of RSA 438:8 or unless the
device has been replaced in service as provided by a rule of the commissioner adopted under the
authority of RSA 438:8.
(c) Dispose of any rejected or condemned weight or measure in a manner contrary to law or rule.
(d) Remove from any weight or measure, contrary to law or rule, any tag, seal, or mark placed thereon
by the appropriate authority.
(e) Sell, or offer or expose for sale, less than the quantity represented o{ any commodity, thing, or
service.
(f) Take more than the quantity he represents of any commodity, thing, or service, when, as buyer, he

furnishes the weight or measure by means of which the amount of the commodity, thing, or service is
determined.
(g) Keep for the purpose of sale, advertise, or offer or expose for sale, or sell any commodity, thing,
or service in a condition or manner contrary to law or rule.
(h) Use in retail trade, except in the preparation of packages put up in advance of sale and of medical
prescriptions, a weight or measure that is not so positioned that its indications may be accurately read

and the weighing or measuring operation observed from some position which may reasonably be

assumed by a customer.
(i) Use commercially any device which has not been licensed in accordance with RSA 438:7, VI.
O Violate any provision of RSA 438 or of the rules adopted under the provisions of RSA 438.
II. Any person who, by himself or by his servant or agent, recklessly performs any act prohibited,
other than by rule, under this chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. Any individual, acting as the
servant or agent of another person, who knowingly performs any act prohibited, other than by rule,
under this chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. A subsequent violation of this chapter perpetrated
by anyone other than a natural person shall be a felony.
III. Any person who, by himself or by his servant or agent, or as the s€rvant or agent of another
person violates any rule adopted under RSA 438:8 shall be guilty of a violation.

htþ ://www. gencourt. state.nh.us/rsa/html/Xl I 438 I 43 8-40.htm r011912018
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IV. In addition to any other penalty imposed under this chaptet, ffiy person who violates any
provision of RSA 438, or any rule or order of the commissioner, may be subject to the imposition of
an administrative fine levied by the comrnissioner, not to exceed $1,000 for each violation.

Source. 1985, 72:1.1989,324:15,16.1990,.2t7:1.1994,100:7, eff. July 10,1994.

htç ://www. gencourt. state.nh.us/rsa/html/xl I 43 8 I 43 8-40.htm t0lt9l20t8
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TITLE XXI
MOTORVEHICLES

CHAPTER 266
EQUIPMENT OF VEHICLES

Weight

Section 266:18

266:18 \ileight on Interstate and Defense Highway System. -
The driving on the interstate and defense highway system of this state of any vehicle or combination
of vehicles exceeding the limitations of this section is hereby prohibited.
I. Maximum tire and axle gross weights allowable:
(a) The manufacturer's load rating for the tires.
(b) When being driven with a gross weight in excess of 73,280 pounds:
(1) 20,000 pounds per axle on axles more than 8 feet apart;
(2) 17,000 pounds per axle on axles not more than 8 feet apart;
(c) When being driven with a gross weight not in excess of 73,280 pounds:
(l) 22,400 pounds per axle on 3-axle single unit vehicles and on all other vehicles with axles 10 feet
or more apart, including combination vehicles;
(2) 18,000 pounds per axle on axles of vehicles less than 10 feet apart, except 3-axle single unit
vehicles.
(d) Two axles less than 40 inches apart shall be considered as a single axle unit.
II. Maximum allowable vehicle gross weights:
(a) For 2-axle vehicles, 33,400 pounds.
(b) For single unit 3-axle vehicles, 47,500 pounds, or a gross weight not in excess of that produced by
application of the weight formula as defined in subparagraph (h), whichever is greater, as shown in
table III.
(c) For single unit 4-axle vehicles, provided that such vehicles shall have drive on 2 rcar axles, and the
tridem may contain not more than one retractable axle and, if not factory installed and load
equalizing, must provide a system of load equalization by hydraulic, pneumatic, or mechanical means,
and be equipped with brakes:
(l) 47,500 pounds, or a gross weight not in excess of that produced by application of the weight
formula as defined in subparagraph (h), whichever is the greater; or
(2)If a heavy duty recovery vehicle, 75,000 pounds, or a gross weight not in excess of that produced
by application of the weight formula as defined in subparagraph (h), whichever is the greater.
(d) For a single unit 5-axle heavy duty recovery vehicle, 80,000 pounds, or a gross weight not in
excess of that produced by application of the weight formula as defined in subparagraph (h),
whichever is the greater. Such vehicles shall have drive on 2 rcar axles, and the tridem may contain
not more than one retractable axle and, if not factory installed and load equalizing, must provide a
system of load equalization by hydraulic, pneumatic, or mechanical means, and be equipped with
brakes.
(e) For a combination of truck-tractor and semi-trailer equipped with 3 axles, the gross weight shall
not exceed that set forth in table I as follows:

http ://www. gencourt. state.nh.us/rsa/htmlD(XI 1266 I 266 -l8.htm 1011912018
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Table I.
Distance Between
Extreme Axles in

F eet

Page 2 of 5

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

Maximum Gross
\ileieht in Pounds

54,500

55,500

56,000

57,000

57,500

58,500

59,000

60,000

Maximum Gross
\ileieht in Pounds

Further provided that the maximum tire and axle gross weights as provided in paragraph I shall apply
and the maximum load in pounds carried on any group of 2 or more consecutive axles shall not
exceed that produced by application of the weight formula as defined in subparagraph (h).
(f) For a combination of truck-tractor and semi-trailer equipped with 4 axles, the gross weight shall
not exceed that set forth in table II as follows:

Table II.
Distance Between
Extreme Axles in

Feet

28

29

30

31

32
aaJJ

34

35

36

37

38

39

60,500

61,500

62,000

62,500

63,500

64,000

64,500

65,500

66,000

66,500

67,500

68,000

Further provided that the maximum tire and axle gross weights as provided in paragraph I shall apply,

and the maximum load in pounds carried on any group of 2 or more consecutive axles shall not
exceed that produced by application of the weight formula as defined in subparagraph (h).

(g) For a combination of truck-tractor and single semi-trailer with 5 or more axles with gross weight
not in excess of 73,280 pounds, the weight on any single axle shall not exceed 22,400 pounds and the

weight on any tandem axle shall not exceed 36,000 pounds.
(h) For a combination of truck-tractor and single semi-trailer equipped with 5 or more axles with a

gross weight in excess of 73,280 pounds or a combination of truck-tractor and more than one trailing
unit, the total gross weight shall not exceed 80,000 pounds including all law enforcement tolerances,

http ://www. gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/Xx\l266 1266-18.htm r0lt9l20t8
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and the overall gross weight on a group of 2 or more consecutive axles shall not exceed that produced

by application of the following formula, known as the weight formula:

V/:500

(In which V/ equals overall gross weight on any group of 2 or more consecutive axles to the nearest

500 pounds; L equals the distance measured to the nearest foot between the extreme of any group of 2
or more consecutive axles; and N equals the number of axles in the group under consideration.)
Except that2 consecutive sets of tandem axles may carry agross load of 34,000 pounds each,

provided the overall distance between the fìrst and last axles of such consecutive sets of tandem axles

is 36 feet or more and provided that such gross weight shall not exceed 80,000 pounds, including all
law enforcement tolerances.

{ )

LN
12N + 36

N-1

The formula W: 500

when expressed in tabular form results in maximum allowable load in pounds carried on any group of
2 or more consecutive axles as follows in table III.

Table III.
3 axles 4 axles 5 axles 6 axles 7 axles

{ )

LN

- 
+ l2N+36

N-1

Distance*

4

5

6

7

8 and less

more than 8

9

10

11

12

13

t4
15

I6
t7
18

19

20

2l

2 axles

34,000

34,000

34,000

34,000

34,000

38,000

39,000

40,000

34,000

42,000

42,500

43,500

44,000

45,000

45,500

46,500

47,000

48,000

48,500

49,500

50,000

51,000

51,500

50,000

50,500

51,500

52,000

52,500

53,500

54,000

54,500

55,500

56,000

58,000

58,500

59,000

60,000

60,500

61,000

66,000

66,500

http://www. gencourt. state.nh.us/rsa/html/XxIl266 1266-18.htm 1011912018
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22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

JJ

34

35

36
** 

37
**38

39

40

4I
42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

56

57

52,500

53,000

54,000

54,500

55,500

56,000

57,000

57,500

58,500

59,000

60,000

56,500

57,500

58,000

58,500

59,500

60,000

60,500

61,500

62,000

62,500

63,500

64,000

64,500

65,500

66,000

66,500

67,500

69,000

68,500

69,500

70,000

70,500

71,500

72,000

72,500

73,500

74,000

74,500

75,500

76,000

76,500

77,500

78,000

78,500

79,500

80,000

61,500

62,500

63,000

63,500

64,000

65,000

65,500

66,000

66,500

67,500

68,000

68,500

69,000

70,000

70,500

71,000

71,500

72,500

73,000

73,500

74,000

75,000

75,500

76,000

76,500

77,500

78,000

78,500

79,000

80,000

67,000

68,000

68,500

69,000

69,500

70,000

71,000

71,500

72,000

72,500

73,000

74,000

74,500

75,000

75,500

76,000

77,000

77,500

78,000

78,500

79,000

80,000

74,000

74,500

75,000

75,500

16,500

77,000

77,500

78,000

78,500

79,000

80,000

* 
Distance in feet between the extremes of any group of 2 or more consecutive axles.

**Distance 
in feet between the extremes of 4 axles. (2 sets of 2 axles) 68,000 gross weight exception.

The permissible loads are computed to the nearest 500 pounds
(i) The following loaded vehicles shall not be driven over H15-44 bridges:

http ://www. gencourt. state.nh. us/rsa/htmlD(XI 1266 1266 - 18.htm r0l19l20r8
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(1) A combination vehicle equipped with 5 axles in the configuration of 3-axle truck-tractor and

2-axle semi-trailer with wheel base less than 38 feet or 2-axle truck-tractor with 1-axle semi-trailer
and2-axle full trailer with wheel base less than 45 feet.
(2) A loaded single unit vehicle with full trailer equipped with axles with wheel base less than 45 feet.
(3) Vehicles with 7,8, or 9 axles.

fi) Coupled vehicles consisting of a truck together with a trailer attached to the truck by a pintle hook
or similar coupling device with adequate breakaway protection as provided in RSA 266:63 may be

driven, provided the total combined gross weight of the vehicles does not exceed 80,000 pounds and
provided that each unit of the coupled vehicles shall be limited to the maximum permissible axle
weights and gross weights of the individual units, and further provided that the weight of 2 or more
consecutive axles of the coupled vehicle shall not be in excess of that produced by application of the
weight formula as defined in subparagraph (h) and shall be limited to a total combined gross weight
not in excess of 80,000 pounds, a single axle limit of 20,000 pounds and a tandem axle limit of 34,000
pounds.
III. Notwithstanding paragraphs I and II, for as long as exemptions exist in 23 U.S.C. section 127 that
allow maximum gross weights of up to 99,000 pounds on interstate routes 89,93, and 95 of the
interstate and defense highway system, the provisions of RSA 266:I8-aregarding weight on the non-
interstate and general highway system shall also apply to vehicles or combination vehicles while
being operated on any sections of interstate routes 89 , 93 , or 95 not posted by the commissioner of
transportation for lower weights. Such vehicles shall not exceed the weight limits in paragraphs I and
II unless they have been certified pursuant to RSA 266:I8-d for the higher weights and paid the
required fee the same as vehicles operating on the non-interstate highways as provided in RSA
266:18-d.

Source. 1921,119:25.PL103:22.1927,7'7:1.1929,33:1. 1933, 157:1.1935,133:1. 1937,82:1.
1939,131:1.1941,169:1. RL 119:37.1947,11 1.1949,104:1. 1950, 1l:1,2.1951,20:11. RSA
263:61. 1955,230:I;310:2.1963, 189:1,3;2021'1973,468:2.1977,487:t,2.1979,219:I;220:2;
239 I;358:12.1981,55:1;146:1. 1983,434:15.1986,121.,2.1987,404:20.2005,203:9,eff.July 1,

2005 . 2018, 7 4:2, eff . July 24, 2018 .
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